Standards of care provided by early pregnancy assessment units (EPAU): a UK-wide survey.
Standards of services provided by the EPAUs across the UK vary from one unit to another. The aim of this purposive sampling self-administered survey was to assess these standards against a benchmark set by the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG). These standards were set out in a report by a RCOG working party (2008). Out of 181 units contacted in this survey, 140 units responded. We looked at the setup of the EPAU, services offered, accessibility and protocols for management of miscarriage and ectopic pregnancy. The survey shows that there is a considerable variation in the management protocols and the quality of services offered by the EPAUs in the UK. Many units do not meet the standards set by the RCOG.